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ReC Briefing 26 Jnpunry 1954
CHINESE BATIOBALIST MILITARY PICTURE

1. Etrengih
1. 480,300 troops, of whom 355,690 are combat
foross.,

3., Organised iato 12 srmion, 48 fufantry

/7 divisions, 11 artillery regiments, 4 areed
‘.f,; gf \ ) groaps, 1 parachute group, 3 fort COEnA BS
(\\)\;! }‘9/ imclauding 7 cosat artillery regisents, 7
/f-:? o / ; offiser coabat reglusents, 1 task pattalion.
3

3., Balk ef coshbat forees on Parsosh, leswyer
grougings OB affshore islaerds.

4. U5 has receptly supplisd large guantities

of artillsry, small arms and amzusition;
signal aad sagimearing gqaiﬁnnﬁt »till in

vory short supply.

B, Nsvy: 84,600 men: 1 desivoysr, 3& patrol vessels, i3

mine veasels, more than 150 miscellansous small craft,

IARMY review completed.|

in fair avar-all saterial condition. Thesre are SR
additional 11,000 Harines.

C. #ir Force: ©&,005 men; 546 sireraft: 304 of these
are in taeticml vaits ~— 1 wedius bDomber group, 1
completed.

light howber group, 4 fighler grouape, £ transport

{25 YEAR RE—REVIEW] groups, 1 reconnglisance squadron. UH has sapplled
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several jet traisers and about two duzen FPE4G jet
fighters sre bolilmy deliveced.

0. Guerrillax: YTossibly 40,000 orgsuized guwerrillasz
on Katioanxliist-held ofishore islands, some with
comsande itraining and oxperience; posszibly 25,900
guorrillas in scatterod ualtz on walnland, hut few

of these costrolled by Sationaliists.
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A, Ground foreas:

1. American military dbkervers, both those on
#pot and those visttisg, agree that Thineue
in rasku are good saterial, im pood physical
shape and with high astaadard of isdividual
trainting, and could stamd up to Coumunisnt
forees L{ properly equipped and led. _

4. They simo agree that squipment is inadequate,
that logietic support ias sepecially poor, sng
thet sorious wealnesses evxist is unit anc
eopbined traiviny,

3. They polint out that the troops are agiag
(at least 27 for eslisted mes and 28 for
oificers), that there are too axny officers,

aad that leadershipy above the divisies level

$& goserally incosupetent or inaapwriaaaa&[\ﬁ\ﬁ]

although the comsuanding

genaral, Sua Li~jen, is believed to be
quite cogpoteat.
B. Bavy: sufferaed great lIosses ia men snd vessels to
Comaupists 1o luds,; vessels ds got opersate togather
eftectively, there ix #50 hartor-defesse equipment

efficers are generally reluctast to g0 to aes, and

the communding officer,
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C. Air Force: Norale and ieadership are good, but
conbat eifectivenesa is low due to insdeguats
oquipment, spare parts sad suppliesz (imelading
petroleun), poor storsge amd maiunteoanse, and

limited operational traising and experisace.
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Iil. Capabilities

A. Gruund Porges: Incapable of withatanding, without
outuide aid, a prolonged and detersined assault by
Chiness Communist forces, asd incapable of ssior
operatioss agsinst the Chins ssinland without
isrge~-scale support.

B, BHavy: Iiscapable of defemse of Faraﬁsﬁ and pot
prepared {or sustsimed gomba:. Armed junks snd
amall mavel vessels provide ilaited gunlfire sapport
for gaersrillia ground larces amd harss:s Chlnese
Cossaniat coastal shipping. iascluding vessoels of
foreiga reglatry.

C. Adxr Forge: imcupable of providisg efifective air
deteaze of Forwosa agalinsxt full-scale attachk by

Chinese Cowmunist sar Yorce,
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IV, Political Ifflcar “ystew

&.

Americss obuservery bave particularly soted the
lapairsent of the combat eiiiciency of the arsed
forces by the pervasive political afficer systes.
General Zuil has rocently desceribed it as poten-
tinlly “disastrous.*

Thais system iz uader the direvtivn of Chisag
Ching-kun, the Ceperalissisc's ﬁan,'wﬁa was
Busslun~-vducated and has zodeled the system oo
the Joviet political oifficer systewn. It zives
the political officers authority whien ib practice
exceads that uf the wiiitery cossander and maigss
the latter's tasx very difficalt.

The political officer sysiew 2as Deen susewhat
wodified in doleurence to suggestivue oy the U5
silitary adviaory group, vul ithe Nationalists
appear dotermined to reisin it is substantially

itz present forsm.
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V. American 243

A. About $383.u00,000 to armed forces during FY
1951-195838, Hore than 5300,000,000 in aild
voheduled for PY 18064,

B, U2 militsry ald prograz hes been criticized by
Us military officer: on Forwosas sad by jJourns-
1ists viziting the islapd an bSelag too small
tor & serious offensive efilort at any time
sgnisst the Chine mainland, while baismg larger

thas noeded for & parely defensive 2ffort.
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